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What happens when a governor actively supports school 
finance reforms but does not have a revenue surplus at his 
disposal? Despite the superficial treatment of these factors, 
the chapter does give the reader some idea of the complex- 
ity of the school finance policy-making process. 

Part one of the book concludes with a brief analysis of 
state education policy systems and a series of recommenda- 
tions. The authors recommend that state boards of educa- 
tion should reflect the various interests and backgrounds of 
their citizens; Chief State School Officers should be granted 
more extensive formal powers, and selected CSSO’s should 
possess political, organizational, and technical skills; state 
departments of education should seek a wide range of 
expertise in building their professional staffs; and state edu- 
cation agencies should attempt to build issue-oriented coa- 
litions among those groups pursuing improved education. 

The second part of the book explores different struc- 
tural arrangements for the governance of public education 
at the state level. After describing the structural arrange- 
ments that currently exist for state education agencies in 
the 50 states, Campbell and Mazzoni present three cate- 
gories of possible alternative arrangements—centralized 
executive models, separate agency models, and a combina- 


tion model. The models presented all focus on the degree 
of policy-making authority delegated to the state educa- 
tional agency and on the selection methods used for the 
state board and the CSSO. In addition, the advantages and 
disadvantages of several structural options that could 
become a part of one or more of the basic models are 
discussed. 

In summary, the authors clarify the state educational 
policy-making process and present several alternative mod- 
els for state educational governance. Written in a well 
organized and straightforward manner, the book presents 
a wealth of data about state boards of education, Chief 
State School Officers, and educational interest groups. 
While the authors occasionally sacrifice depth for breadth, 
the book provides insight into the complex decision-making 
process that determines state educational policy. The book 
is definitely recommended reading for governmental offi- 
cials, professional educators, and others who are interested 
in the formulation of state educational policy. 


Terry G. Geske 
University of Illinois 
Champagne-Urbana 
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